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The South

By: Cami Garrett

What life was like for the Confederacy

in the 1800s




Introduction

Did you know that in the
mid 1800s the southern
states had a population of
9 million people while the
northern states had a
population of nearly 21
million people? The South
was different from the
North in their economy,
their culture, and their
view on slavery. The
economy of southern
states (known as the
Confederacy) was mainly
agricultural based.

This magazine article will
explain the economy of
the South during the
1800s and how it effected
its growth. Specifically it
will discuss how its growth
was affected by its
dependency on others as
well as the tools and
inventions created during
the Industrial Revolution.
It will also explain how the
economy of the South led
to the Civil War and how it
was less prepared than the
North for this war.




Products of the South

The economy of the The primary products
southern states prior to that they grew were cash
the Civil War was crops that included
agricultural based. This cotton, tobacco, rice,
means that it was mostly  sugar, and indigo.
based on farming.
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Dependency

The South was dependent
on cash crops as their main
source of income. Cash crops
are produced for its
commercial value rather than
being used by the producer.
The problem was that they
did not have very many
factories that made products
out of the raw materials. This
made it so that the South
became dependent on the
North and European
countries that had the
factories.

In order to grow these cash
crops they needed help to
plant, maintain, harvest, and
sell them. This made the
South also dependent on
slaves. Slaves were
considered free labor.
Slavery became accepted
culturally and the South did
not want to change the way
they ran the plantations.

The South's dependency on
the industry of others as well
as slavery hampered or
slowed the economical
growth of the Confederacy.




Industrial Revolution

The industrial revolution was
a period of time where
products were made to
improve and change society
for the better. For the South
the industrial revolution made
it possible on plantations to do
more work in less amount of
time then it did before the
inventions were made. This
made it possible for
plantations to grow bringing in
more slaves and ultimately
earning more income and
economic power for the South.

One of the inventions that
was used in South was called
the Reaper. Cyrus McCormick
invented the reaper as a
machine that could cut a field
the size of a football field in
one day.

Another invention was called
the Cotton Gin. It was invented
by Eli Whitney to separate the
_ cotton fibers from the seed.

The result of the cotton gin
was the Cotton Boom. The
cotton gin increased the
production of cotton or the
amount of cotton that the
South could sell to the North
and European countries. As a
result the number of
plantations grew and many
more slaves were needed to
help supply the new demand
for cotton.

The South transported their
cash crops mostly by ships.
Railroads and canals were not
used by the South which would
have made it easier and faster
to transport goods and people
from one place to another. The
growth of the South's economy
was hampered by not
connecting the plantations and
southern states by railroads or
faster means of
transporté§ien




Civil War

The Civil War was known
as the War of Economies.
Economies are how
society uses its limited
resources. The North
(Union) were industrial
states using factories
and machines. The South
(Confederacy) were
agriculture states using
slaves as the labor. The
Civil War was fought
because of the cultural

differences on slavery.
The North fought to free
the slaves and the South
fought to keep them.

The North was
definitely more prepared
to fight the Civil War.
Nearly 90% of the
Union's economy was
based on manufacturing
by 1860. They were able
to make 32 times more
firearms then the South.
The North also had many
more railroads and
canals allowing them to
transport men and
supplies faster than the
South could. The South
was also dependent on
the North buying their
cash crops so when the
war started the South's
economy suffered.




So What?

There is much that we can
learn from the South during
the 1800s. The South's
economy was based mainly on
a single cash crop and they
became dependent on others
who had the factories and that
purchased their crops. They
also depended on slavery to
perform the needed labor.
These dependencies on slaves
and other's industry made it
so the Confederacy didn't
grow as quickly as the North
and that they couldn't survive
financially without having
slaves.

What would have happened
if the South had factories of
their own allowing for

production of its own material
and supplies making it
possible so the South didn't
have to rely on others to gain
income? How would this have
effected the outcome of the
Civil War? Imagine a world
where the Confederate States
of America won the Civil War.

If the South would have won
the Civil War then it is possible
that slavery would still be a
huge part of today's culture in
the United States. Our life as
we know it would be very
different if the South's
economy wasn't dependent
on others during that time.




Activity

Across Down

2. Which war was know as the War of 1. What are produced for its commercial value rather
Economies? (5,3) than to be used by the producer? (4,5)

8. Railroads and Canals allowed for easier and 3 What is the name of the time period when great
faster what? (14) mechanical inventions were made? (10,10)

: 4. Who invented the Cotton Gin? (3,7)
9. Who was used to grow crops in the South? (6) 5. Which crop was most popularly grown in the South?

10. What was the invention that separated the (6)

fibers from the cotton seed? (6,3) ) 6. Which side was economically better prepared for the
11. What event resulted from the invention of  cjyj| war? (5)

the Cotton Gin? (6,4) 7. What is another name for the South? (11)




