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Culture, jobs &  Environment 

The industrial Revolution began in Britain in the mid- 1700s It was most significant social, cultural and 
environmental change in human history! The life of all went to a phase of industrialization meaning the economy 
transformed from agricultural to industrial. 

Thanks to technology communication and transportation changes were made, which made changes in peoples job 
roles. This helped the standard of living as well as increased the desires that could now be attained. Before the 
Revolution people weren't able to travel as much and if they did, it wasn't far! Thanks to the Revolution messages 
could be delivered faster by the new invention telegraph or the telephone and even by mouth. This helped for not 
only faster but more reliable communication .

The work life was also affected and the workforce became not as skilled, because of the new technological 
innovations.Also workers did not have to be as skilled to operate  machinery. The people became more accustomed 
to work unions  and starting strikes. This also allowed for job specialist. 

The Industrial Revolution impacted the environment in multiple ways. It increased the populations which also 
increased the living standards which then led to the depletion of natural resources.The use of chemicals and fuel 
used in the factories increased the air and water pollution and an increase use of fossil fuel. 

THE IMPACT 

                                             Change is inevitable 
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The I mmigration to the Americas prior to Civil war
IN SEARCH FOR BETTER LIFE  

In the late 1800s people from different parts of the world; mainly 
Germany, Ireland and England migrated to the U.S. The reason why these 
people decided to leave their origins and come to the U.S was because it was 
perceived as the land of economic opportunity. Along with other immigrants 
coming for personal freedom and relief from political and religious 
persecution.  With hope for a brighter future.

These immigrant entered the U.S from various ports, however NYC was 
considered their "Golden Door" they entered at the Castle Garden depot near 
the tip of Manhattan . Then eventually they settled near the port or 
eventually traveled towards the inlands especially places where they were 
able to find jobs and land for farming. 

They faced many altercations from employers taking advantage of the 
immigrants at work. They suffered being paid less, verbal and physical abuse 
and discrimination because they were considered ''different''. This caused a 
lot of social tension and there was never enough jobs available. Even hey 
even suffered language barriers. industrialization accelerated rapidly with 
manufacturing techniques. Which improved turnpikes, canals, steam engines 
and railroads. 

The Erie Canal, the Cumberland road and the Transcontinental  Railroad
TRANSPORTATION 

The immigrants played a huge role in the building of the Erie Canal, 
the Cumberland road and the Transcontinental Railroad.The Erie Canal 
also helped spread out immigrants to other frontiers in western NY, OH, 
Indiana and Michigan. 

While we say that the Irish Built the Erie Canal and Cumberland road 
there were British and Germans who worked with the Irish as well, But 
the Irish were the backbone.

 They were hired to dig really deep and wide with axes and shovels. It 
was very hard physical work and were payed very little ( $00.35- 00.50 
per day).They also worked very long hours. They lived in very poor 
conditions. Not only were they payed little but their work circumstances 
were very dangerous with a lot of fear of malaria, cholera, and fear of 
armed fights due to alcohol consumption. Alcohol was even part of their 
pay. The Irish are well known for being hardworking and the main 
reason NY is the main economic leader in the world today.

The Erie Canal 
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H ow the I mmigrants changed the nation
CHANGED NATION

. 

 By the  Immigrants  coming to the US the nation had a big change. Many of those 
changes were  religious, cultural, economical along with change in population. 
With the coming of Immigrants the US religion went from being mainly Catholic to 
Evangelical and Baptist. 
Because of the Immigrants the US  culture was enriched and they added to our 
productive capacity as a nation and helped enhance and inf luence the world .
The effect this caused on jobs was great. It was hard to find a job since there weren't 
many availiable. Many people were taking advantage of the immigrants since they 
were being paid less and over worked. 
The population in the US grew and caused a lot of air and water polution because of 
the Industrial Revolution and all the new machinery and gas fuel use to transport 
goods. 
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WHAT TO REMEMBER

. 

It is very important for us to know this because it lets 
everyone know why immigrants came to the US, what 
brought them here and how this affected the US. This helps 
us better understand the way immigrants feel and have 
compassion over them as well as the frustration it may 
cause many due to the pollution and job shortage. This also 
helps us now a days to be more grateful for our ancestors 
and all they have suffered for us to have the life style we 
now have today. 


