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The ups and downs of  t he Sout h



The Sout h's Econom y was a rocky road.  They st ar t ed as a wealt hy par t  of  t he st at e. 

But , t hen t he Nor t h becam e bigger  and t he  Sout h becam e poorer  and poorer  and t hey 

didn't   have m oney and only l ived of f  of  st aples. Af t er  a while t hough t hey st ar t ed t o get  

bigger  and bigger . They becam e an equal t o t he Nor t h. The Nor t h needed t he Sout h and t he 

Sout h needed t he Nor t h. The Nor t h had m ost  of  t he m achines in t he Unit ed St at es and t he 

Sout h was t he Agr icult ural area. To m ake clot h t he Sout h m ade t he cot t on and t hen t he 

Nor t h used a m achine t o m ake wool/ clot h. They becam e dependent  on t he Nor t h and t he 

European Market s because all t hey did was m ake t he cot t on but  t he cot t on was pract ically 

useless if  you can't  m ake it  int o anyt hing, t hey need m achinery t o do it . Which is where t he 

Nor t h and t he European Market  com es int o t o help m ake t hem  int o t h ings and sell t hem .

CHANGES IN 
ECONOMY



Indigo, a plant that produces a blue dye, was an 

important part of the South's eighteenth-century 

economy. For the economy of the south the cotton 

made more money than their machinery.  The United 

States cotton growth doubled in size, from 2.1 million 

bales in 1850 to 3.8 million bales in 1860. They got 

more money into their cash crops than they did with 

their factories or land. The main/primary cash crops 

were cotton, tobacco, sugar, indigo, rice, and the ones 

they used less of was okra, yam, sweet potato, peanuts, 

and watermelon.

 

CASH CROPS



SLAVES
Most people owned slaves and they had 

slaves do most of their work. The average slave 

owner held about two-thirds of the slaves 

wealth in 1860. They had even less land for 

themselves. They were made slaves to take care 

of the cash crops by planting it and harvesting 

it. The people made sure that the slaves did 

their work so they can do the other work that 

was finding where the harvested stuff would go.

SLAVES



COTTON 
GIN
In 1793, Eli Whitney invented a simple 

machine that influenced the history of the 

United States. He invented a cotton gin that 

was popular in the South. The South became 

the cotton producing part of the country 

because Whitney's cotton gin was able to 

successfully pull out the seeds from the 

cotton bolls.

"cotton-boll. Noun. (plural cotton bolls) The 
round, fluffy clumps in which form cotton grows 
on a cotton plant." -  Dictionary



COTTON BOOM
 While the pace of industrialization picked up in the North in the 

1850s, the agricultural economy of the slave South grew, if 

anything, more unlike to change. The decade before the Civil War 

the prices rose more than 50% to make it cost 11.5 cents a pound. 

Before the cost changed the cotton used to be 5.75 cents per 

pound. The cotton boom was the main reason the demand for 

slaves got higher because of the cotton boom the number of slaves 

in America grew from 700,000 in 1790 to 4,000,000 in 1860.



INDUSTRIAL 
REVOLUTION 

The first Industrial Revolution wave lasted 
from the late 1700s to the mid 1800s.  They 
made the manufacture of textiles bigger 
and began production from homes to 
factories. Steam power and the cotton gin 
played an important role in this period. It 
was a period of major industrialization that 
took place during the late 1700s and early 
1800s. This time period saw the 
mechanization of agriculture and textile 
manufacturing and a revolution in power, 
including steam ships and railroads, that 
effected social, cultural and economic 
conditions.

INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION



CIVIL WAR = WAR OF ECONOMIES           
WHY WERE THEY THE SAME? 

     There was great wealth in the South ,but it was 

primarily tied up in the slave economy. In 1860, the 

economic value of the slaves in the United States 

exceeded invested value of all of the nation's railroads, 

factories, and banks combined. On the eve of the Civil 

War, cotton prices were at an all-time high. At the same 

time, the warmer Southern states continued to rely on 

slaves for all of the farming economy and cotton 

production. Southerners made huge profits from cotton 

and slaves. They fought in the war to maintain them. The 

agriculture economy was one of the certain causes of the 

Civil War, but not the only one.



PROBLEMS OF TRANSPORTATION

The north and Souths transportation in the Civil War was 

pretty similar, but the South's Transportation was much smaller. 

They had steam engines, but the engines powered larger steams 

and with the larger steam boats and with so many steam boats 

the rivers started to get crowded. To have less amount of the 

traffic on the rivers, the South also had railroads which were a 

great way to get food and supplies from the coast to inland 

cities. Cotton was one of the largest sources of income for the 

South, so to bring the cotton from the coast to the coast for 

oversea they had to do paddle boats. It wasn't the easiest thing 

to do.   



BEST PREPARED FOR CIVIL WAR
The North had huge industrial advantages during the war. At 

the beginning of the war, the Confederacy had only one-ninth 

the industrial capacity of the Union. But that statistic was 

misleading. In 1860, the North had made 97 percent of the 

country's firearms, 96 percent of its railroad locomotives, 94 

percent of its cloth, 93 percent of its pig iron, and over 90 

percent of its boots and shoes. The North had twice the density 

of railroads per square mile. There was not even one rifle works 

in the entire South.



ECONOMIC GROWTH PROBLEMS
In 1938, with the U.S. still fighting to escape the Great 

Depression, Franklin D. Roosevelt administration declared the 

Southern region to be Americas Number 1 Economic Problem. 

Although the country as a whole was struggling, most of the 

problems were in the South which lagged by almost every 

economic measure: jobs, wage levels, family income and more.
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