Suggested Book Titles ERA II 
Specialty Area Novels 13-23 
The following list of novels is associated with Era 1. All novels primarily occur between 1783-1847. Following each book, in parenthesis, is a numerical code that corresponds to each Specialty Area, it is not imperative that you read a book within your Specialty Area (though it will be helpful), it is, however, imperative that you read a book within your chosen era. Students reading books identified as “Graphic Novels” or “Easy Reads” must first clear these novels with the teacher. All of the novels listed are currently available in the school library; however you may wish to purchase your own copy inorder to ensure you do not have late fees and/or to ensure you are able to choose the book of your choice. 

Title: The Journal of Augustus Pelletier: the Lewis and Clark Expedition (19) 
Author: Kathryn Lasky 

Synopsis: A fictional journal kept by 12-year old Augustus Pelletier, the youngest member of Lewis and Clark’s Corps of Discovery 

Title: New found land (19) 
Author: Allan Wolf 

Synopsis: The letters and thoughts of Thomas Jefferson, members of the Corps of Discovery, their guide Sacagawea, and Captain Lewis's Newfoundland dog, all tell of the historic exploratory expedition to seek a water route to the Pacific Ocean. 

Title: Across the wide and lonesome prairie : the Oregon Trail diary of Hattie Campbell (20) 
Author: Kristiana Gregory 

Synopsis: In her diary, thirteen-year-old Hattie chronicles her family's arduous 1847 journey from Missouri to Oregon on the Oregon Trail. 

Title: All the Stars in the Sky; the Sante Fe trial diary of Florrie Mack Ryder (20) 
Author: Megan McDonald 

Synopsis: A girl's diary records the year 1848 during which she, her brother, mother, and stepfather traveled the Santa Fe trail from Independence, Missouri, to Santa Fe. 

Title: The Journal of Douglas Allen Deeds; the Donner Party Expedition (20) 
Author: Rodman Philbrick 

Synopsis: Douglas Deeds, a fifteen-year-old orphan, keeps a journal of his travels by wagon train as a member of the ill-fated Donner Party, which became stranded in the Sierra Nevada mountains in the winter of 1846-47. 

Title: The Journal of Wong Ming-Chung; a Chinese miner. (20/25) 
Author: Laurence Yep 

Synopsis: A young Chinese boy nicknamed Runt records his experiences in a journal as he travels from southern China to California in 1852 to join his uncle during the Gold Rush. 

Title: The Journal of Jedediah Barstow; an emigrant on the Oregon Trail (20) 
Author: Ellen Levine 

Synopsis: In his 1845 diary, thirteen-year-old orphan Jedediah describes his wagon train journey to Oregon, in which he confronts rivers and sandy plains, bears and rattlesnakes, and the challenges of living with his fellow travelers. Includes historical notes. 

Title: Seeds of Hope: the Gold Rush Diary of Susanna Fairchild, California Territory (20) 
Author: Kristiana Gregory 

Synopsis: A diary account of fourteen-year-old Susanna Fairchild's life in 1849, when her father succumbs to gold fever on the way to establish his medical practice in Oregon after losing his wife and money on their steamship journey from New York. Includes a historical note. 

Title: Westward to Home (20) 
Author: Patricia Hermes 

Synopsis: In 1848, nine-year-old Joshua Martin McCullough writes a journal of his family's journey from Missouri to Oregon in a covered wagon. Includes a historical note about westward migration. Conflict: Specialty Area Questions & Learning Activities 41 

Title: The Girl who chased away sorrow; the diary of Sarah Niter, a Navajo girl (21) 
Author: Ann Turner 

Synopsis: Sarah Nita uses her education at the white man's school to write down her grandmother's account of the Long Walk of 1864, during which the Navajo people were driven off their land and forced by soldiers to take refuge in Fort Sumner. 

Title: The Journal of Jesse Smoke; a Cherokee boy (21) 
Author: Joseph Bruchac 

Synopsis: Jesse Smoke, a sixteen-year-old Cherokee, begins a journal in 1837 to record stories of his people and their difficulties as they face removal along the Trail of Tears. Includes a historical note giving details of the removal. 

Title: Sitting Bull: the life of a Lakota Sioux Chief (21) 
Author: Jeffrey, Gary. Petty, Kate. 
Synopsis: This book describes the fighting of Sitting Bull, the chief of the Sioux nation who fought for his people against the U.S. government. 

Title: My Heart is On the Ground: the Diary of Nannie Little Rose, a Sioux Girl, Carlisle Indian School, PA (21) 
Author: Ann Rinaldi 

Synopsis: In the diary account of her life at a government-run Pennsylvania boarding school in 1880, a twelve-year-old Sioux Indian girl reveals a great need to find a way to help her people. 

Title: A line in the Sand: the Alamo diary of Lucinda Lawrence (22) 
Author: Sherry Garland 

Synopsis: In the journal she receives for her twelfth birthday in 1835, Lucinda Lawrence describes the hardships her family and other residents of the "Texas colonies" endure when they decide to face the Mexicans in a fight for their freedom. 

Title: Remember the Alamo!: the runaway scrape diary of Belle Wood, Austin’s Colony, Texas (22) 
Author: Lisa Rogers 

Synopsis: A thirteen-year-old girl keeps a diary of events during the Texas Revolution, as her life changes from dances and picnics to flight from Santa Anna's army after the fall of the Alamo. 

Title: The Battle of the Alamo GRAPHIC NOVEL (22) 
Author: Matt Doeden 

Synopsis: Presents a comic book version of the story of the battle of the Alamo in 1836 in which a group of Texan freedom fighters took a stand against the Mexican Army. 

Title: Valley of the Moon: the Diary of Maria Rosalia De Milagros, Sonoma Valley, Alta California. (23) 
Author: Sherry Garland 

Synopsis: The 1845-1846 diary of thirteen-year-old Maria, servant to the wealthy Spanish family which took her in when her Indian mother died. Includes a historical note about the settlement and early history of California. 

Title: The second bend in the river (18-21) 
Author: Ann Rinaldi 

In 1798 Rebecca, a young settler in the Ohio territory, meets the Shawnee called Tecumseh and later develops a deep friendship with him. 

Title: Abigail's drum (18) 
Author: John A. Minahan ; illustrations by Robert Quackenbush. 

During the War of 1812, when British soldiers threaten the town of Scituate, Massachusetts, young Rebecca Bates and her sister Abigail, daughters of the local lighthouse keeper, find a way to save both him and the town. 

Title: Broken days (18) 
Author: Ann Rinaldi. 

Sequel to: A stitch in time .In 1811, life with her Aunt Hannah in Salem, Massachusetts, becomes even more difficult for fourteen-year-old Ebie with the arrival of a half-Indian girl who claims to be the daughter of Hannah's sister, Thankful, and with the threat of impending war. 

Title: Crooked river (18) 
Author Shelley Pearsall 

Thirteen-year-old Rebecca Carver witnesses her 1812 Ohio settlement town's reaction to a Native American accused of murder and struggles with the idea that an innocent man may be convicted and sentenced to death. 

Title: Flames in the city: Atale of the War of 1812 (18) 
Author: Candice Ransom ; illustrated by Greg Call 

With the aid of their magical spyglass, Mattie, Alex, and Sophie Chapman travel to Washington, D.C., during the War of 1812 to help Dolley Madison Conflict: Specialty Area Questions & Learning Activities 42 

Title: The invasion of Sandy Bay (18) 
Author: Anita Sanchez 

A young boy plays a key role when the War of 1812 comes to his Massachusetts coastal village. 

Title: Whispers of war: The War of 1812 diary of Susanna Merritt (18) 
Author: Kit Pearson 

"Niagara, Upper Canada, 1812"—Cover Beginning in 1812, eleven-year-old Susanna Merritt describes her experiences in Niagara Peninsula in Upper Canada on the eve of the War of 1812. 

Title: The captain's dog: My journey with the Lewis and Clark tribe (19) 
Author: Roland Smith 

Captain Meriwether Lewis's dog Seaman describes his experiences as he accompanies his master on the Lewis and Clark Expedition to explore the uncharted western wilderness. 

Title: Lewis and Clark and me: a dog's tale (19) 
Author: Laurie Myers ; illustrations by Michael Dooling 

Seaman, Meriwether Lewis's Newfoundland dog, describes Lewis and Clark's expedition, which he accompanied from St. Louis to the Pacific Ocean 

Title: Blood in the water: a story of friendship during the Mexican War (23) 
Author: Pamela Dell 

As war breaks out between Mexico and the United States over the territory of Texas in 1846, twelve-year-old Bonita, a patriotic Mexican, is at odds with her best friend Carmen, a Spanish-American. 

Title: With Santa Anna in Texas: a personal narrative of the revolution ADVANCED READER (23) 
Author: Jose Enrique de la Pena ; translated and edited by Carmen Perry ; introduction by James E. Crisp. 

Translation of: Resea y diario de la campaign in Texas. Discusses the controversy over the authenticity of Mexican officer Jose Enrique de la Pena's account of the Battle of the Alamo, first translated and published in English in 1975, and considers the impact of a newly discovered week of diary entries on the debate. 

Title: Beyond the great snow mountains (19-20) 
Author Louis L'Amour. 

By the water of San Tadeo -- Meeting at Falmouth -- Roundup in Texas -- Sideshow champion -- Crash landing Under the hanging wall -- Coast patrol -- The gravel pit -- The money punch -- Beyond the great snow mountains -- A note on dedication -- Afterword. A collection of ten short stories by Louis L'Amour. 

Title: Boston Jane: An adventure (19-20) 
Author: Jennifer L. Holm. 

Sequel: Boston Jane : wilderness days. Schooled in the lessons of etiquette for young ladies of 1854, Miss Jane Peck of Philadelphia finds little use for manners during her long sea voyage to the Pacific Northwest and while living among the American traders and Chinook Indians of Washington Territory. 

Title: Buffalo woman (21) 

Author: Dorothy M. Johnson. 

A fictionalized account, as seen through the eyes of a woman known as Whirlwind, of life with the Oglala Sioux from 1820 through the aftermath of the victory at the Little Bighorn in 1877. 

Title: By the Great Horn Spoon! (19-20) 
Author Sid Fleischman ; illustrated by Eric von Schmidt 

Jack and his aunt's butler, Praiseworthy, stow away on a ship bound for California during the Gold Rush of "49." 

Title: Charlotte's Rose (20) 
Author: A. E. Cannon 

As a twelve-year-old Welsh immigrant carries a motherless baby along the Mormon Trail in 1856, she comes to love the baby as her own and fear the day the baby's father will reclaim her. 

Title: The Cherokee trail (20) 
Author Louis L'Amour. 

Mary Breydon came to manage a rundown stagecoach station on the Cherokee Trail after her Virginia home burned to ashes in the Civil War and her husband was shot down on the way to Colorado. She had to make a new life for herself and her daughter. 

Title: The collected short stories of Louis L'Amour (19-20) 
Author: Louis L'Amour 

A collection of frontier stories by the acclaimed author. Conflict: Specialty Area Questions & Learning Activities 43 

Title: Dawn rider (21) 
Author: Jan Hudson. 

Kit Fox's sixteenth year with her people, the Bloods, is filled with preparations for an important buffalo run, talk of her older sister's coming marriage, and skirmishes with their traditional enemy the Snakes. 

Title: The devil's paintbox (19-21) 
Author: Victoria McKernan 

Orphans Aidan and his sister Maddy leave drought-stricken Kansas on a wagon train hoping for a better life in Seattle. 

Title: Doe Sia: Bannock girl and the handcart pioneers (19-21) 
Author: Kenneth Thomasma ; Agnes Vincen Talbot, illustrator. 

After meeting Emma, who is part of a band of Mormons making their way to Salt Lake City in 1856, Doe Sia, a young Bannock girl, proves her friendship when the two are caught in a brutal snow storm. 

Title: The game of silence (19-21) 
Author: Louise Erdrich 

Sequel to: The birchbark house.Nine-year-old Omakayas, of the Ojibwa tribe, moves west with her family in 1849. 

Title: High trail to danger (19-20) 
Author: Joan Lowery Nixon. 

In 1879 seventeen-year-old Sarah travels from Chicago to the violent town of Leadtown, Colorado, to locate her missing father, but she finds that the mention of his name brings her strange looks and an attempt on her life. 

Title: I am Apache (21) 
Author: Tanya Landman 

Fourteen-year-old Siki vows revenge on the Mexican raiders who brutally murdered her little brother, and turns away from the tradition roles women in her tribe fill to become an Apache warrior. 

Title: I have heard of a land (19-20) 
Author: Joyce Carol Thomas ; illustrated by Floyd Cooper 

Describes the experiences of an African-American pioneer woman who stakes a claim for free land in the Oklahoma Territory. 

Title: Jenny of the Tetons (19-21) 
Author: Kristiana Gregory. 

Orphaned by an Indian raid while traveling West with a wagon train, fifteen-year-old Carrie Hill is befriended by the English trapper Beaver Dick and taken to live with his Indian wife Jenny and their six children. 

Title: The journal of Brian Doyle: a greenhorn on an Alaskan whaling ship (19-20) 
Author: Jim Murphy. 

A fictional diary in which young Brian Doyle records how he ran away from his home in San Francisco in 1784, joined the crew of a whaling ship, and endured storms, hostile shipmates, and being stranded in the Arctic. 

Title: The journal of Douglas Allen Deeds: the Donner Party expedition (19-20) 
Author: Rodman Philbrick. 

Douglas Deeds, a fifteen-year-old orphan, keeps a journal of his travels by wagon train as a member of the ill-fated Donner Party, which became stranded in the Sierra Nevada mountains in the winter of 1846-47. 

Title: The last rider: the final days of the pony express GRAPHIC NOVEL (19-20) 
Author: J. Gunderson ; illustrated by Jose Alfonso Ocampo Ruiz 

Matt Edgars joins the Pony Express to find adventure, but discovers danger when someone begins setting the Express stations on fire. 

Title: The legend of Jimmy Spoon (19-21) 
Author: Kristiana Gregory. 

In the middle of the nineteenth century, twelve-year-old Jimmy leaves his Mormon family in Utah and ends up living with the Shoshoni Indians as the younger brother of Chief Washakie. 

Title: Letters from the corrugated castle: a novel of gold rush California, 1850-1852 (19-20) 
Author: Joan W. Blos 

A series of letters and newspaper articles reveals life in California in the 1850s. 

Title: Little town on the prairie (19-20) 
Author: Laura Ingalls Wilder ; illustrated by Garth Williams. 

Pa's homestead thrives, Laura gets her first job in town, blackbirds eat the corn and oats crops, Mary goes to college, and Laura gets into trouble at school, but becomes a certified school teacher. 

Title: My face to the wind: the diary of Sarah Jane Price, a prairie teacher (19-20) 
Author: Jim Murphy. Conflict: Specialty Area Questions & Learning Activities 44 

"Broken Bow, Nebraska, 1881"--Cover. Following her father's death from a disease that swept through her Nebraska town in 1881, teenaged Sarah Jane must find work to support herself and records in her diary her experiences as a young school teacher. 

Title: Nothing here but stones (19-20) 
Author: Nancy Oswald 

In 1882, ten-year-old Emma and her family, along with other Russian Jewish immigrants, arrive in Cotopaxi, Colorado, where they face inhospitable conditions as they attempt to start an agricultural colony, and lonely Emma is comforted by the horse whose life she saved. 

Title: The Oregon Trail (19-20) GRAPHIC NOVEL 
Author: Joeming Dunn ; illustrated by Tim Smith, III. 

Travel the Oregon Trail with emigrants in graphic novel format. 

Title: The outlaws of mesquite frontier stories (19-20) 
Author: Louis L'Amour. 

The outlaws of Mesquite -- Love and the Cactus Kid -- The ghost maker -- The drift -- etc. 

Title: The ox-bow incident (19-21) CLASSIC, ADVANCED READER 
Author: Clark, Walter Van Tilburg 

Set in 1885, The Ox-Bow Incident is a searing and realistic portrait of frontier life and mob violence in the American West. First published in 1940, it focuses on the lynching of three innocent men and the tragedy that ensues when law and order are abandoned. The result is an emotionally powerful, vivid, and unforgettable re-creation of the Western novel, which Clark transmuted into a universal story about good and evil, individual and community, justice and human nature. 

Title: A perfect place: Joshua's Oregon trail diary (19-21) 
Author: Patricia Hermes 

Nine-year-old Joshua McCullough starts a second journal, recording events in Willamette Valley, Oregon Territory, as his family and others they met on the trail begin to get settled. 

Title: Roughing it CLASSIC, ADVANCED READER (19-20) 
Author: Mark Twain ; with a foreword by Leonard Kriegel ; revised and updated bibliography. 

Roughing It is a series of sketches and essays about Twain’s time spent in the American west and the colorful characters he met along the way 

Title: Sallie Fox: the story of a pioneer girl (19-21) 
Author: Dorothy Kupcha Leland ; cover design and illustrations by Diane Wilde 

A fictionalized account of 12-year-old Sallie Fox's arduous trek by wagon train with her family from Iowa to California in the mid 1800s. Along the way, they are beset by Indian attacks, drought, illness, and personality clashes. What begins as an exciting adventure becomes an ordeal, days and days without water and animals and people dying at an alarming rate. Sally shares her fear of Indians and her excitement about buffalo hunting. 

Title: Sing down the moon (21) 
Author: Scott O'Dell. 

A young Navajo girl recounts the events of 1864 when her tribe was forced to march to Fort Sumner, New Mexico, as prisoners of the white soldiers 

Title: Sitting Bull: the life of a lakota sioux chief GRAPHIC NOVEL (21) 
Author: Gary Jeffrey & Kate Petty ; illustrated by Terry Riley 

This book describes the fighting of Sitting Bull, the chief of the Sioux nation who fought for his people against the U.S. government. 

Title: The story of Sacajawea, guide to Lewis and Clark (19) 
Author: Della Rowland ; illustrated by Richard Leonard. 

Title: Thunder rolling in the mountains (21) 
Author: Scott O'Dell and Elizabeth Hall. 

In the late nineteenth century, a young Nez Perce girl relates how her people were driven off their land by the U.S. Army and forced to retreat north until their eventual surrender. 

Title: Valley of the sun: frontier stories (19-21) 
Author: Louis L'Amour. 

Includes nine stories of the American frontier, where men and women of indomitable courage, honor, and individualism fight to survive and stake their claim to the future. Conflict: Specialty Area Questions & Learning Activities 45 

Title: West against the wind (19-20) 
Author: Liza Ketchum Murrow. 

Fourteen-year-old Abby seeks both her father and the secret of a handsome but mysterious boy during an arduous journey by wagon train from the middle of the country to the Pacific coast in 

Title: West along the wagon road 1852 (19-20) 
Author: Laurie Lawlor. 

Everyone on the wagon train knew Harriet "Duck" Scott was looking for adventure, as the Scott family left Illinois for the faraway Oregon Territory. 

Title: West to a land of plenty: the diary of Teresa Angelino Viscardi (19-21) 
Author: Jim Murphy. 

While traveling in 1883 with her Italian American family (including a meddlesome little sister) and other immigrant pioneers to a utopian community in Idaho, fourteen-year-old Teresa keeps a diary of her experiences along the way. 

Title: May B (19-20) 
Author: Caroline Star Rose 

May is helping out on a neighbor's Kansas prairie homestead—just until Christmas, says Pa. She wants to contribute, but it's hard to be separated from her family by 15 long, unfamiliar miles. Then the unthinkable happens: May is abandoned. Trapped in a tiny snow-covered sod house, isolated from family and neighbors, May must prepare for the oncoming winter. While fighting to survive, May's memories of her struggles with reading at school come back to haunt her. But she's determined to find her way home again. Caroline Starr Rose's fast-paced novel, written in beautiful and riveting verse, gives readers a strong new heroine to love.
