
CATEGORY 100-90 89-80 79-65 64-0 

Thesis, Introductory 
statement, Conclusion & 
Main Points 

 Essay included a 
powerful, thought 
provoking well written 
thesis statement (10) 

 Essay included a 
powerful, well written, 
thought provoking 
introductory statement 
& conclusion that 
focused and grabbed 
the attention of the 
reader. (10 points) 

 Essay included three 
inclusive, thought 
provoking and well 
written main points 
that supported the 
thesis (10) 

 Essay included a well 
written thesis 
statement (8) 

 Essay included a, well 
written introductory 
statement & 
conclsuion that 
focused the reader. (8 
points) 

 Essay included three 
inclusive, and well 
written main points 
that supported the 
thesis (8) 

 Essay included a 
thesis statement (5) 

 Essay included an 
introductory statement 
and/or conclusion (5 
points) 

 Essay included three 
and main points (5) 

 Thesis statement was 
inadequate or not 
present (0-3) 

 Introductory & 
conclusion were 
inadequate or not 
present (0-3 points) 

 Main points were 
inadequate or not 
present main points 
(0-3) 

Articles - Supporting 
Details 

 The details in the 
essay are clear, 
effective, and vivid 80- 
100% of the time. (10) 

 Essay included at 
least 10 supporting 
details representing a 
variety of content & 
curriculum studied a 
(cultural groups, way of 
life, geography etc…) 
(20) 

 The details in the 
essay are clear, 
effective, and vivid 
70-55% of the time. 
(8) 

 Essay included at least 
7 supporting details 
representing a variety 
of content & curriculum 
studied a (cultural 
groups, way of life, 

geography etc…) (16) 

 The details in the 
articles are clear and 
pertinent 54-40% of the 
time. (5) 

 Essay  included at 
least 6-4 supporting 
details (10) 

 The details in the 
articles are rarely 
clear and pertinent. 
(0-3 

 Essay  included few to 
no supporting details 
(0-3) 

Historical Accuracy  All historical 
information appeared 
to be accurate and in 
chronological order. 
(10) 

 Student included 
more information 
than was required. 
(10) 

 Most historical 
information appeared 
to be accurate and in 
chronological order. (8) 

 Student included the 
majority of the 
information than was 
required. (8) 

 Some historical 
information appeared 
to be accurate and in 
chronological order. (5) 

 Student included some 
of the information than 
was required. (5) 

 Very little of the 
historical information 
was accurate and/or in 
chronological order. (0-
3) 

 Student included very 
little of the information 
than was required. (0-
3) 

Creativity & Originality  Essay shows 
considerable originality 
and inventiveness. (10) 

 The content and ideas 
reflect the voice of the 
author, no material 
has been plagiarized. 
(10) 

 Essay shows some 
originality and 
inventiveness. (8) 

 The content and 
ideas generally 
reflect the voice of 
the author. No 
material has been 
plagiarized. (8) 

 Essay shows an 
attempt at originality 
and inventiveness. 
(5) 

 No material has been 
plagiarized. (5) 

 Essay is a rehash of 
other people's ideas 
and shows very little 
attempt at original 
thought. (0-3) 

 There is some 
evidence that material 
has been plagiarized. 
(0-3) 

Grammar & Spelling 
(Conventions) 

 Writer makes no errors 
in grammar, 
punctuation, 
penmanship (typing) 
or spelling that 
distracts the reader 
from the content. (10) 

 Writer makes 1-5 
errors in grammar, 
punctuation, 
penmanship (typing) or 
spelling that distract the 
reader from the 
content. (8) 

 Writer makes 5-10 
errors in grammar, 
punctuation, 
penmanship (typing) 
or spelling that 
distract the reader 
from the content. (5) 

 Writer makes more 
than 10  errors in 
grammar, 
punctuation, 
penmanship (typing) 
or spelling that 
distracts the reader 
from the content. (0-
3) 

Total Points Possible 100  Points Received  _________ 
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