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How the past affects the present 

We are all a consequence of those people and events that have gone before. For example, 

your physical traits, personality, passions, hobbies, likes & dislikes are all a result of those 

who have gone before. You live in the United States because someone, at sometime in the 

past left their native country and came to the United States. In preparation for you homework 

assignment, complete the following chart: 

 
Column 1 

Three physical 

traits from Parents 

Or Grandparents 

Column 2 

Five personality 

traits/ passions/ 

hobbies/ likes & 

dislikes from 

parents or 

grandparents 

Explain/ Affect on 

you (either from 2 

column one or 

column 2) 

Column 3 

Events/ or 

choices from 

Grandparent’s 

lives 

Explain the 

affect of your 

grandparent’s 

choices or 

events on you 

(from column 

3) 

Column 4 

2 Events/ or 

choices in 

parent’s lives 

Explain the affect 

of your parent’s 

choices and/ or 

events in their 

lives on you 

(from column 4) 
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Looking Forward: What are two events we will be studying this year in American history 

that you are interested in, or about which you want to know more?  Explain your answer. 

 

1. __________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
2. __________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________ 


