
 

-  K E Y  I N D I V I D U A L S  O F  T H E  C I V I L  W A R  -   

The Civil War  

Abraham Lincoln was assassinated!!!  
 Abraham Lincoln was an extraordinary man who had learned to work hard, never 

give up, and to rely on only himself. He had formed all of these traits as a young 

boy when he was trying to take care of his family. As a young boy Abe's mother, 

Nancy Hanks Lincoln, had died from milk sickness when he was nine. This left him 

and his father with Abe's older sister Sarah who was eleven years old. After Abe's 

mother had died his father remarried to Sarah Bush Lincoln on December 2, 1819 

how brought along to live with them her three children. Besides only having to take 

care of his family he also had many other responsibilities, such as, working on the 

farm, going to school, finding a job to pay good money, becoming a lawyer, and al-

so working towards being the president. Abraham was sixteenth president of the 

United States of America, the leader who prosecuted the Civil War to preserve the 

nation. He played a key role in passage of the thirteenth amendment, which      

ended slavery in America.  



The election of 1860 was a pivotal year in our history. Seven 

southern states seceded from the union immediately after 

the election of Abraham Lincoln. The south was convinced 

that President Lincoln was going to end slavery. The south 

was also concerned how their way of life would be altered if 

Lincoln ended slavery. The Emancipation Proclamation was 

an executive order issued by Abraham Lincoln on January 1, 

1863. It proclaimed the freedom of slaves in the ten confed-

erate states still in rebellion. It also decreed that freed slaves 

could be enlisted in the Union Army, thereby increasing the 

Union's available manpower. Assassination of Abraham Lincoln, murderous 

attack on Abraham Lincoln, the 16th president of the United States at Ford's 

Theater in Washington D.C. on the evening of April 14, 1865. Shot in the head 

by Confederate  sympathizer John Wilkes Booth, Lincoln died the next morn-

ing. The assassination occurred only days after the surrender at Appomattox 

Court House of Gen. Robert E. Lee and the Army of Northern Virginia to Union 

forces led by Gen. Ulysses S. Grant, which had signaled the effective end of 

the American Civil War. Lincoln’s death plunged much of the  country into des-

pair, and the search for Booth and his accomplices was the largest manhunt 

in  American history to that date.  
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"Winfield Scott was made captain of the artillery in 1808, and fought in the war 

of 1812." Not too long after, he was then made major general. Having this op-

portunity prepared him for the many wars a head...such as the Civil War! "The 

General-in-Chief of the United States Army was Winfield Scott, a veteran of the 

war of 1812, and the commander of the army that captured New Mexico in 

1847. A Virginian who had remained loyal to the Union, Scott evolved a military 

strategy based on his conviction that there were many Southerners ready to be 

won back to the Union. Scott chose to help the Union because "he believed that 

most southerners were loyal to the Union and could be persuaded away from 

the confederacy, but not if the Union waged a war at conquest." "He was the 

foremost American military figure between the Revolution and the Civil War." 

Scott id most known around the world for his brilliant plan, the Anaconda Plan. 

"The plan called for a naval blockade of the Confederate literal, a thrust down 

the Mississippi, and the strangulation of the South by Union land and naval forc-

es. On May 29,1866, Winfield Scott died from Staphylococcus Aureus. This dis-

ease "is the most dangerous of all of the many common staph. bacteria. It can 

cause pneumonia, heart valve, and bone infections.  
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A studious child, McClellan made the decision to enter military service at age 15 and was 

accepted to West Point despite being several months shy of the age requirement of 16. 

McClellan ranked second in his class upon graduation from West Point in 1846. McClellan 

was commissioned as a brevet second lieutenant in the Army Corps of Engineers, and 

played an active part in the Mexican-American War. As an engineering officer, McClellan 

frequently saw combat and was promoted to the rank of captain for showing gallantry under 

fire. He returned to West Point after the war and continued to serve as an engineer for three 

years before being transferred to the western frontier. McClellan’s intelligence and ambi-

tion caught the eye of the future president of the Confederate States of America, Jefferson 

Davis—then the U.S. secretary of war—who in 1855 secured him an appointment to travel to 

Europe to study military tactics being used in the Crimean War. McClellan began making a 

name for himself with his campaign in western Virginia, where he achieved several victories. 

After the dismal Union defeat at First Manassas on July 21, 1861, McClellan was called to 

Washington to take over Union forces in the East. On November 1, his meteoric rise contin-

ued when, at the age of 34, he was made General-in-Chief of all Union forces. McClellan 

spent several months organizing and building what eventually became the Army of the Poto-

mac. It was not until March 1862 that he was ready to move. By that time, Lincoln removed 

McClellan as General-in-Chief, leaving him in command of only the Army of the Potomac. 

During this campaign, he exhibited the timidity and sluggishness that later doomed him. 

During the Seven Days Battles, McClellan was poised near Richmond but retreated when 

faced with a series of attacks by Lee. McClellan always believed that he was vastly outnum-

bered, though he actually had the numerical advantage. He spent the rest of the summer 

camped on the peninsula while Lincoln began moving much of his command to General 

John Pope’s Army of Virginia. In his final years, the former general penned a defense of his 

tenure as commander of the Army of the Potomac, but died before he 

could see it  published.  George McClellan is buried in Trenton, NJ.  
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Yesterday at 8’oclock in the morning on July  23,1885 Grant died from can-

cer in the Mount McGregor cottage at age 63. We would like to give our 

thanks to an amazing man that fought for our country and served as Gen-

eral and Lieutenant General, in the Civil and Mexican-American War. Ulys-

ses was born in in Point Pleasant, Ohio, on April 27, 1822. At a family gath-

ering several weeks later the boy’s name, Ulysses, was drawn from ballots 

placed in a hat. He began his education at age 5. In his youth, Grant devel-

oped an unusual ability to ride and manage horses. Because of his love for 

horses rather than the family business, he worked 

driving wagon loads of supplies and transporting peo-

ple. He graduated from West Point in 1843 and 

served with distinction in the Mexican–American War. 

In 1854, Grant abruptly resigned from the army. He 

and his family struggled financially in civilian life for 

seven years. When the Civil War broke out in 1861, 

Grant joined the Union Army and rapidly rose in rank 

to general. Grant was persistent in his pursuit of the 

Confederate enemy, winning major battles and gaining Union control of 

the Mississippi River. In March 1864, President Abraham Lincoln promoted 

Grant to Lieutenant General, a rank previously reserved for George Wash-

ington. For over a year Grant&#39;s Army of the Potomac fought the Army 

of Northern Virginia led by Robert E. Lee in the Overland Campaign and 

at Petersburg. On April 9, 1865, Lee surrendered to Grant at Appomattox, 

and the war ended. In 1864, President Abraham Lincoln signs a brief docu-

ment officially promoting then-Major General Ulysses S. Grant to the rank of 

lieutenant general of the U.S. Army, tasking the future president with the 

job of leading all Union troops against the Confederate Army. Lincoln howev-

er, was reluctant to promote Grant and risk boosting the general’s populari-

ty. At the time Washington was abuzz with rumors that many northern sena-

tors were considering nominating Grant instead of Lincoln at the 1864 Re-

publican National Convention. 
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He was criticized for the role he played in America’s war on Native Ameri-
cans in the West, but he himself was critical of U.S. mistreatment of the na-

tive population. He retired from active duty in 1884, eventually setting 
in New York. He brushed aside repeated requests to run for political office, 
saying, “I will not accept if nominated, and will not serve if elected.” Sher-
man died in New York on February 14, 1891, at age 71, and was buried in 

St. Louis. In a final tribute from a former foe, Joseph E. Johnston served as 
pallbearer at Sherman’s funeral. Refusing to don a hat as a sign of respect, 

Johnston caught a cold, which developed into pneumonia and died just 

weeks later. 

WILLIAM TUCUMSEH 

SHERMAN 

The death of Sherman’s father when he was 9 left his mother a poor widow 
with 11 children. Most of the Sherman children were fostered out to live with 
other families. Sherman, nicknamed “Cump,” was raised 
by John Ewing, a family friend who was an Ohio senator 
and Cabinet member. Sherman later married his foster 
sister, Ellen Ewing, and the couple had eight children. 
When Sherman was 16, John Ewing secured him a posi-
tion at the U.S. Military Academy at West Point. There he 
met and befriended several future military leaders who 
he would fight alongside, and against, during the Civil 
War. Sherman graduated in 1840, ranked sixth in his 
class. He excelled in the academic side of his training, 
but was dismissive of West Point’s strict set of rules and 
demerits, a trait he would carry with him throughout his 
military career. 

Being an American Civil War general and a major architect of modern warfare. 
He led Union forces in crushing campaigns through the South, marching through 
Georgia and the Carolinas in 1864-1865. Sherman's "March to the Sea" followed 
his successful Atlanta Campaign of May to September 1864. He and the Union 



So What? 
 

These times in history were very important events. With-
out these events in history we never could've learned about 
why slavery was such a cruel thing and why these 5 coura-

geous, brave men fought for our country to have freedom 
and be free of slavery. 

What we need to remember is that everybody is equal and 
should be treated the same because we are all human beings 

that deserve to not be treated differently just because of 
our race.  


