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Course Description/Objectives: 

Welcome 8th graders!!  United States History for 8th grade covers events and issues from the Age of Exploration through post Civil War Reconstruction and the western movement, emphasizing those periods through the 16th and 19th centuries.  Units covered will include:  physical and political geography of the United States; Cultural and Religious History with a focus on the First Amendment; and the Causes, the Courses, and Consequences of Conflict.  History will be taught thematically in chronological order. Students will be tested and held accountable for knowing all 10 state core Standards.  During the course students will read three specified historical novels, compile research and complete a history related project.  Workbooks will be supplied by the instructor to help students better understand the curriculum. Additional content may be covered as time permits; particularly when relating to the present.

Attendance:  Many projects are completed in class.   As such, regular attendance and active participation are important.  If a student misses class, it will be his or her responsibility to check objectives and assignments on the class website@ nesshistory.org and complete and return their assignments to the teacher within one week of the absence.  Willowcreek Jr. High attendance policy will be applied.

Discipline policy:  This course will support the school’s R³ policy, i.e., respect yourself, respect others, respect the school. If disruptive or negative behavior occurs, the following steps will be followed:


1.  Verbal warning and/or name on the board.


2.  ( = Sent to a different seat in the classroom or staying after class.


3.  (( = Sent to another classroom for the period with assignment.


4.  When a student has been sent to another classroom a second time, he/she will need to complete a behavior contract with the teacher, parents will be contacted

5.  When a student has been sent out of the classroom three times, the student will be reassigned to a different class period.

Fighting, harassment, challenging teacher authority, or using profane language will result in immediate removal from class and will be dealt with according to district policy and may result in reassignment to a different class.

Electronic Devices:  NO CELL PHONES!!!!!
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Electronic devices such as cell phones, i-pods, etc. are not generally permitted in class.  Unless otherwise specified, if such items are out in class they will be taken away and subsequently dropped off at the front office.  As per school policy only the parent of the student whose device was taken may pick it up at the front office.  The item will not be released to the student.

Please Initial_____________
Tardy Policy:  
The school’s tardy policy will be followed.  Warm-ups, quizzes or self-starters cannot be made up due to tardies.  Citizenship grades will be dropped after the third tardy.

A student is considered tardy if they are not in their seat when the bell rings, even if they are in the room.

WalkAways 
Following the policy at Willowcreek Middle School, all students will be expected to pass WalkAways (tests used to assess student comprehension of State US History Standards). There will be approximately two/three WalkAways per quarter.  Prior to all WalkAways, optional review sessions will be available during Advisory.  All students are strongly advised to attend.

Students who fail WalkAways will be required to complete all remediation associated with the WalkAway prior to retaking the WalkAway (students will receive remediation guidelines on the first week of school).  As per school and departmental policies when a student fails a WalkAway their grade will be temporarily be changed to an “I”.  After successfully passing the exam the “I” will be removed.  Should a student not complete the remediation and retake prior to the end of the year the “I” grade will be changed to an “F”, and the student will no longer be able to make up the exam.  Please note the original score received on the exam will remain on the student’s grade following a successful retake.  To ensure parent’s and students know the score received on the retake, the score and the date on which the student successfully completed the WalkAway will be posted in the side notes within Skyward.
Late Work Policy

Late work will not be accepted for a grade; however, if a student fails a WalkAway, prior to re-taking the WalkAway, they must complete and turn in all late work.  
1. Work is considered late if the student is present in class and does not hand in the assignment on the due date, or as the teacher collects it.

2. Completion of all late work for students not in attendance on the due date is the responsibility of the student. Students should turn in late work on the next school day. Additional late work will require the use of late pass.  Students will receive one late pass per semester, additional late passes can be earned.
3. Late work will not be accepted the last week of the term


Please Initial____________
Grading Policies:  Grades* will be assigned using the following criteria:

1. 25% WalkAways and Assessments.    
4.  10% Participation

2. 35% In Class Work


5.  15% Homework

3. 15% Historical Novels 

* 2nd semester grading criteria will be adjusted to accommodate student research and projects

Grade Scale

100-93= A
92-90= A-
89-87 = B+
86-82 = B
81-80 = B-
79-77 = C+

76-72 = C
71-70 = C-
69 and Below = I


Class Materials:  

Students will need to bring the following materials to class DAILY

1.  One inch 3-ring binder. 

2.  Ruled notebook paper

3.  Colored pencils (no markers, or colored chalk)

4.  Black or Blue ink pen

 

5.  Red grading pen



6.  Two #2 pencils

7.  U.S. History workbook (supplied)
8.  Specified Novels (see Semester 1, 3 & 4 Novels)

Please Initial____________

PARENTS:  Please note that students will be required to use the internet for this class.  For those who do not have the internet at home, the following resources are available:  

1. Public Library

2. School Library :  7:45 am – 8:15 am and 2:45 pm – 3:15 pm/ During Lunch

3. In the Classroom: During Advisory and afterschool by appointment.

First Semester Novel

Studies indicate that students who learn historical empathy are more likely to exhibit empathy and understanding of themselves and others in the present. As such, all students will have the opportunity to read and complete a project associated with the historical novel during terms 1, 3 & 4.  Term 1 students will read one of four historical novel “Blood on the River” “Weetamoo”, “The Journal of Jonathan Jasper Pierce”, or “The Journal of Remember Patience Whipple”.  Term 2 students will choose a novel from a list related to their chosen research area (these lists will be supplied well in advance of the due date and are currently available online in the “Conflict” link on the class website), the novel will be graded term 3.  Term 4 students will chose one of the following four novels, “Dragons Gate”, “So Far From Home”, “Slave Dancer”, or “Across Five Aprils”. *There are class room copies of each novels as well as copies available within the school library.  In addition, many of the novels have been podcast on the class website to assist readers with the text. Due dates for all novels will be given in class, late novels will not be accepted.
* Please note: there are not sufficient copies available in the library for all students; as such, if your son/daughter needs additional time to read the novel both in and out of class, parents are encouraged to purchase a copy of the novel for their students to read.  This is particularly important if your son/daughter is a slow reader.  Used books can be purchased from many online retailers for less than $5.00.  

It would be greatly appreciated if you are able or willing to donate to the classroom:  
-
Treats (rewards) 

-
Tissue paper (Kleenex)—the school does not provide Kleenex.

-
Colored Pencils/ Pencils and Red Pens
***Please feel free to email your student’s teacher at the address listed above or arrange a meeting before or after school.

** Teachers are not available on early out Mondays, or Wednesday mornings due to  pre-scheduled House and Department meetings.
Please sign and initial the disclosure document and/or take the online survey related to the disclosure document.  It will be available online via the nesshistory.org website if you would like to download a copy for your records.  

I have read this disclosure document with my student and will help him/her to meet these requirements.  I initialed the “Discipline Policy”, the “Late work policy” and “Materials.”
























































































































































US HISTORY


Disclosure Document 2013/2014


Mrs. Ness, cness@alpinedistrict.org


A daily calendar, assignments, homework, objectives, PowerPoint presentations & class description are available @ nesshistory.org


Please sign and keep this copy of the disclosure document in your student workbook
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