Willowcreek Network News – May 10, 1869

This is a simulation of a television news broadcast.  You will need a projector, the accompanying powerpoint, and student readers.

Readers:  Katie Curious, anchorwoman                    Irish laborer                          Soldier           

                Jane Pressman, reporter                             Chinese laborer                     General Dodge

                Railroad construction engineer                  Woman                                 Black laborer


    German laborer

(Slide 1- Newsroom)   (Sound effect – telegraphs clicking)

Katie – From WNN this is Network News with Katie Curious here in New York and Jane Pressman on special

             assignment in Promontory Point, Utah.

             Good evening.  Today, May 10, 1869, is Day 1 of the now truly United States of America.

(Slide 2 – Map)

             This afternoon, at 2:27 P. M., the transcontinental railroad will be completed.  For almost four years, the

             Union Pacific has been building westward from Nebraska while the Central Pacific has been building

             eastward from California.  

(Slide 3 – Famous Golden Spike celebration photo)

             Today, the two railroads meet at a barren spot in northern Utah chosen by the U. S. government and 

             known as Promontory Point. 

(Slide 4 – Spike) 

            The railroads will be sealed together when the last spike is pounded into their rails.  And now, for on-

             the- spot coverage of the greatest railroading event in American history, we switch to Jane Pressman

             in Promontory Point.

(Slide 5 – Second photo laying track at Promontory)

Jane – It’s a clear spring day in Utah.  The weather’s been cold, but that’s actually been a help to these workers.

            Yesterday, they finished laying the last of the track.  In just a few minutes now the last spike will be 

             driven into the track and the transcontinental railroad will become a reality.   I have here a railroad 

             construction engineer who is willing to tell us about how these tracks are laid.

(Slide 6 – Track being laid)

Engineer – Two men seize the ends of a rail…They come forward at a run…The rail is dropped in place…

                    close behind come the gaugers, spikers and bolters and a lively time they make of it…three strokes

                    to the spike, ten spikes to a rail…four hundred rails to a mile…eighteen hundred miles to San 

                    Francisco.

 (Clip 1 – The West – Disc 3 “The Greatest Enterprise Under God”  Time – 10:15 – 12:03)

Jane – And now, let’s hear from some of the people behind the scenes.  You, young man.  Tell us your name 

            and where are you from?

(Slide 7 – Irish worker)

Irish – Sure, I’m Patrick Hanigan, Ma’am, from Ireland.  But glad enough to leave that land of famine, I was.

             Been working for the Central Pacific.  I crossed the sea for the railroad’s offer of an honest wage for a 

             good day’s work.  True, ‘tis been six days a week of backbreaking work, but now it’s complete, and I’m

             proud of me labors.

Jane – And you?

(Slide 8 – Chinse worker)

Chinese  - Sung Gwo my name.  From China.   I be here four years now.

Jane – I see.  Sung, I am told that you and your fellow workers had to blast through the Sierra Nevada 

            mountains at an altitude of 7,000 feet.  

(Slide 9 – Blasting rock)
Chinese – Oh, yes.  Build bridges too, across many high gorge.  Blast tunnels, too.  Use many sticks dynamite.

                  Many men die.

Woman – Excuse me.  My husband is Leland Stanford, one of the partners in the Central Pacific Railroad 

                  Company, so I do know a little about this.  You ought to hear about the problems we have had

                  creating this line.

(Slide 10 – ship)
                 The mountains supplied plenty of timber for ties and trestles for bridges, but all of our iron and

                 machinery had to be shipped from the East Coast which meant going around Cape Horn and up

                 to California.  That was quite expensive and time- consuming, I’m sure. 

(Slide 11 – Chinese workers)

                 And the company certainly didn’t have an adequate supply of workers.   They had to bring in at

                 least ten thousand workers, and nearly all of them were those odd Chinese.

 (Film clip – The West – Disc 3  “The Grandest Enterprise…”  Time – 19:02 – 26:20)

Katie – Jane, are there any other foreign nationals involved in this work?
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Jane – Yes, and there has been quite a spirit of rivalry between the different railroad companies on this project.

             I’m talking now with a Union Pacific laborer from Germany.  Sir, tell me about this rivalry.

(Slide 12 – Group of workers)
German – Ya, vun day, Madam, we made a bet vid those Central Pacific boys to see who could lay the most

                  track in a day.  The bet was $10,000.  Dey beat us.  Can you believe?  Ten miles of track in vun day!

(Slide 13 – Ten Mile Day sign)

                   The United States government made it vurth the effort vith their offers of free land.  Someone

                   could get very rich.

(Film clip – The West – Disc 3  “The Grandest Enterprise…”  Time – 7:18 – 10:15)

Jane – I have here with me now a soldier who was one of those traveling with the railroad workers as they

              moved across the wilderness.  Young man, why was it necessary for you to move with the workers?              

(Slide 14 – Indians watching train)
Soldier – Well, Ma’am, it seems the Indians in our way didn’t take to the railroad moving into their homelands.

                 They didn’t seem to understand this new invasion.  They attacked the trains and workers often.  We

                 were called in to help protect the workers and the track they had laid.  Here comes General Dodge.

                 He can tell you about one incident at a place called Plum Creek.

(Slide 15 – Portrait of Gen. Dodge)
Jane – General Dodge, you are the chief engineer of the Union Pacific.  Would you explain what happened

            at Plum Creek ?

Dodge – The Indians had captured a freight train and were in possession of it and the crew…On my train were

               perhaps twenty men…The excitement of the capture and the reports coming in by telegraph of the

               burning train brought all men to the platform, and when I called upon them to fall in to go forward and

               retake the train, every man…went into line…We ran down slowly until we came in sight of the train…

               At the command they went forward steadily and in good order as we had seen the old soldiers climb 

               the face of Kennesaw under fire.

(Slide 16 – Black railroad worker)
Jane –  Here is another worker, a former slave.  There was also the problem of getting enough food to feed all 

             of these workers.  Isn’t that right?

Black Laborer – Yes, Ma’am, that’s right for sure.  On those plains there were only two things living besides

                             sage brush.  One was Indians, and the other was buffalo.  Them railroad comp’nys hired
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                             hunters to go kill them animals to feed all of us.  One hunter name of Bill Cody killed ‘most

                             five thousand of them creatures in one year.

(Film clip – The West – “The Grandest Enterprise…”  Time – 14:52 – 18:00)

(Slide 17 – spikes)

Jane – The ceremonies are starting to get underway here.  A ceremonial spike of  gold, silver and iron is being

             offered by the Territory of Arizona.  State governors and railroad directors are taking turns at driving

             the spikes into place.  

(Slide 18 – Governor Stanford)
            Governor Leland Stanford, the governor of California, who’s wife we spoke to earlier, will drive the

            golden spike.  

(Slide 19 – Telegraph man)

            Telegraph stations all across the country are preparing for this event.  As each of the three final blows

             of the sledge hammer is struck, the telegraph hammer will also be struck.  These blows will be heard

             in every telegraph office from one coast to another.  

(Slide 20 – two trains coming together)
Jane – They’ve done it.  The golden spike is in place.  The crowd is going wild.  The two trains are coming 

            toward each other now, very slowly, blowing their whistles.  

(Slide 21 – traditional golden spike picture)

            Each engineer is leaning out of his cab.  Now each is breaking a bottle of champagne on the other’s 

            cab.  The transcontinental railroad has been christened!

            We know the whole country is celebrating.  We will return to you, Katie, in the studio, for more on

             these festivities.

Katie – “The last rail is laid…the last spike is driven…the Pacific railroad is now completed.”  This was the

               message telegraphed from coast to coast this afternoon.  The celebrations triggered by that message

               are in progress right now.

(Film clip – The West – “The Grandest Enterprise…” Time 33:46 – 39:12)

(Slide 22 – Newsroom)

Katie – From WNN, this is Katie Curious saying, “Thank you and good night.”
-4-
